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PREFACE 


TO THE 


HE | Pa of. this following Diſcourſe. tas 
. thanght. fit. te ablige we World \with. a piece of Cu- 
| riofit I Y 4s penn'd. above forty years. fi fince. by. 
=. ' the Hgenions. and. celebrated Author of Hudibras. 
The Eibel, which he anſmers, was the Labour of one, John: 
By EIS Gps. fo lon, formerly acgreat painsteker 
i the. Myſteries iqee," £0. give yo, the, original of 
InAs" 4. Jr died. $00: agaip _ the. Pexſar, of King. 
Qaric 1 les I.. befare. the. High Court. of Fuſtice ( ſo eg J f 
infarou, Weng? h,5 bt upon. the nan;pleading of the Royal: 
tas. afberards. metaworphes:d. into a Pamphlet,. 
07 ey; ſpeciowe. Title ofs King. Charles's. Caſe; oz an Ap- 
peal to A ratiohal, Men, concerning his 'Tryal.. How rac: 
tional' this Appeal was, may be eaſily diſcover'd from thoſe 
numerous Fallacies and notoricus Falſhoods which our Author- 
has deteFed in him, not only as to what concerns plain mat-_ 
ter of fait, but alſo in the Pamphleteer's pretended way of 
reaſoning, falſe Logick, and worſe Law. I ſhall not enter 
into the merits of the Cauſe 3 for 7 ſuppoſe the more rational: 
part of Mankind 3s abundantly ſatisfied in the Tmnocency of 
that Great Man as to any thing that was laid to his charge, 
and upon that account indeed theſeFwould have been little 
occaſion at this time of day to produce ſo great an Advocate 


for his Mcmory, but that ihere is riſen amongſt us a new. 
Race 


> 


Preface to the Reader; 


Race of the old Republican Stamp, who have reviv'd the 
 Quarrel, and copied out the obſolete and almoſt forgotten 
Scandal of our Libeller, and made it their own. The Author 
of Ludlow's Letter may be reckou'd amongſt the firſt of 
theſe, one that always ſat up for a- Patron of Fa#ion, and 
a Promoter of the Good Old Cauſe, but ſhew'd himſelf mo 
in that famous year when he was one of the Tribunes of the 
People. 1 ſhould not have made ſuch a Digreſſion upon this 
worthy Pairiot. but that I find him to intrude amongſt his 
Friexds Mr. Milton and our Libeller, and ſeems to be the 
very copy of their Malice at leaſt, tho not their Wit 5 and 
for that reaſon I muſt confeſs he ſeems to be leaſt pointed at 
by our Anſwerer. T ſhall ſay no more of him at preſent, but 
' paſs him by with the ſame Contempt as the Government has 
wiſely done; "tis but unſeaſonable quarrelling with a Man 
that is arm'd with ſo much dirt, you'll be ſure of that if you 
have nothing elſe. 

I need not trouble the Reader with any Harangue upon our 
Anthor or his Book; I ſuppoſe he is no ſtranger to the bonefter 
and more learned part of the Kingdoms and as for the reſt, 
twas their beſt ſecurity they were not kuwon by him; I ſhall 
| only add, that it was Mr. Butler's deſign ro Print the Diſ- 
courſe himſelf, had not Death prevented him; and ſince it 
has fell into the Editor's hands, "tis but a piece of Juſtice to 
his Memory to let the World make their Advantage of it. 


I —o—_— oe. 


 ————— 


Mr. COORE, 


AVING lately ſeen a Book of yours, which you are 
H pleaſed to call Kina GHARLES his Caſe, or an 


Appeal to all Rational Men concerning his = + I was 
much invited to read it, by the Ingenuity promiſed in your 
Title. For having heard you Stile your ſelf Solicitor General 
for the Kings Dread Sovereign, and your own Honourable 
Client, the People ; I was much taken with your impartiality, 
that not only>exempts all Rational Men from- being your 
Clients in this Caſe, in making them by your Appeal your 
Judges : for no Man you know can be Judge in his own Caſe, 
but acknowledge your High Court from which your Appeal 
to all Rational Men to conſiſt of no ſuch : But indeed I had 
not read many lines before I found mine own Error, as well 
as yours, and your Proceedings nothing agreeable to the plain 
dealing I expected from you; for you preſently fall to inſulc 
upon the unhappineſs of your undeſerved Adverſary, and that 
wtth ſo little moderation, as if you ſtrove to make it a que- 
ſtion whether his incomparable Patience, or your own un- 
governed Paſſion ſhould be the greater wonder of Men, pre- 
poſterouſly concluding him Guilty, before with one Syllable 
you had proved him ſo: A ſtrange way of doing Juſtice, 
which you endeavour to make good by a ſtrange inſolenc 
Railing, and more inſolent proceeding to the ſecret Counſel 
of Almighty God, from whence you preſume to give Sentence 
on him: a boldneſs, no leſs impious than unjuſt in you were 
it true, {ince you can never know 1t to be ſo. 


But indeed 1t 1s hard to fay whether you have ſhewn more 
Malice or Vanity in this notable Declaration of yours ; for 


he that conſiders the Aﬀectation _ fantaſtique Lightneſs of 
your 
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* your Language, (ſuch as Ireland, a Land of Ire ; Bite-Sheep for 
' Biſhops, and other ſuch ingenious Elegancies of quibble; ) muſt 
needs confeſs it an Oratory more becoming a Fool 1n a Play, 
or Peters before the Rabble, than the Patron of his Sovereigns 
Sovereign, or the gravity of that Court, which you fay right 
wiſely, ſhall be admired at the Day of Judgment. And there- 
fore you do ifl to accuſe him of reacing Johnſons and Shake- 
ſpears Plays, which ſhould ſeem you have been more 1n- your 
{a to much worſe purpoſe, elſe you had never hit ſo right up- 
on the very Dialect of their railing Advocates; in which (believe 
me) you have really out acted all that they could ftanſic-of pal- 


fionate and ridiculous Outrage. 


For certainly Sir I am ſo charitable to believe it was your 
Paſflion that impoſed upon your Underſtanding; elſe as a 
Gentleman you could have never deſcended to ſuch peaſantry 
of Language, eſpecially againſt ſuch a Perſon, to whom (had 
he never been your Prince) no Law enjoyns (whatſoever his 
Offences were) the puniſhment of Ribaldry. And for the Laws 
of God they abſolutely condemn it ; of which I wonder you 
that pretend ſo. much to be of his Counſel, ſhould be either 


{o ignorant or forgetful. 


Calamity is the Viſitation of God, and (as Preachers tell 
us) a favour he does to thoſe he loves ; where-ever it falls it 
is the work of his Hand, and ſhould become our Pity, not 
our Infolence, This the Antient Heathen knew, who believing 
Thunder came from the Arm of God, reverence the very Trees 


it I1ghted on. 


But your Paſſion hath not only miſled you againſt Civility, 
and Chriſtian Charity, but Common Senſe allo; elſe you would 
never have driven your Chariot of Reaſon (as you call it) fo 
far out of the Road, that you forget whither you are g91ng, 
and run over every thing that ſtands in your way; I mean, 
your unuſual way of Argument, not only againſt Reaſon, bur 
your Self, as you do 1: art the firſt tally; for after your fic of 

| Taving 15 over you beſtow much pains to prove it one of 
the Fun 1amentais of Law. That the King 15 not above the 


Law, but the Law above the King ; and this you deraign, 
as 


HG 
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as you call it, ſo far that at Jength you ſay, the King hath not 
by Law ſo much Power as a Juſtice of Peace to commit any 
Man to priſon ; which you would never have done, if you 
had-conſidered fromywhom the Juſtice derives his Power, or in 
whoſe Name his Warrants run, elſe you may as well ſay, a 
Man may give that which he hath not, or prove the Moon 
hath more Light than the Sun, becauſe he: cannot ſhine by 
night as the Moon doth. But you needed not have ftrained 
ſo hard, for this will ſerve you to no purpoſe, but to prove that 
which was 'never denied by the King himſelf; for if you had 
not a much worſe Memory than Men of your Condition 
ſhould have, you could not fo ſoon have forgotten, that 1m-* 
mediately after the reading of that Charge, the King demanded 
of your High Court, by what Law they could fitto judge Him ; 
( as offering to ſubmur if they could produce any, } but then 
ſilence or interruption were thought the beſt ways of con- 


_ fefling there was no ſuch thing: And when he undertook to 


ſhew them both Law and Reaſon too, why they could not do 
it: The Righteous Pretident told him plainly he muſt have 


neither Law nor Reaſon, which was certainly (as you have it 


very finely) the moſt comprehenſive, Op and glorious 
Piece of Juſtice that ever was played on the Theater of Eng- 
land ; for what could any Court do more than rather condemn 


it ſelf than injure Truth, 


But you had better have left this whole Buſineſs of the Law 
out of your Appeal to all Rational Men who can make no 
uſe of 1t, but againſt your ſelf: for if the Law be above the 
King, much more 1s 1t above the Subjet. And if it be fo 
heinous a Crime in a King to endeavor to ſet himſelf above 
Law, it is much'more heinous for Subjecs'to ſet themſelves above 
King and Law both. Thus like right Mountebanks, you are 
fain to wound and poiſon your ſelves to cheat others, who can- 
not but wonder at the confidence of your 1mpoſture, that are 
not aſhamed to magnifie the Power of the Law while you violate 
it, and confeſs you ſet your ſelves really above the Law to con- 
demn the King for but intending it. 


And indeed Intentions and. Deſigns are the moſt confide- 
rable part both of your Ace and Proofs, ſome of which 
| | 2 you 


VT. 
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you are fain to fetch a great way off, as far as his Corona- 
tion Oath, which you next ſay He or the Archbiſhops by his 
order emaſculated, and left out very material Words ( which 
the People ſhall chooſe) which 1s moſt falſe ; for theſe Words 
were not left out, but rendred with more ſence ( which the 
Commonalty have ) and if you coniider what they relate to 
(Cuſtoms) you will find you cannot without open injury 1n- 
'terpret (elegerit in the Latin Oath) ſhall chooſe not hath choſen; 
for if you will have conſuetudines quas wulgas elegrit, to mean 
Cuſtoms which are to be not only uſe, which muſt be often re- 
peated before it become a Cuſtom, but choice which neceſfarily 
preceeds uſe, 


But ſuppoſe it were as you would have it, I cannot ſee 
with what reaſon you can preſume it to be a deſign to ſubvert 
the Laws, ſince you know he had ſworn to defend them be- 
fore in the firſt Article of the Oath, from which I wonder 
how you can ſuppoſe that fo wiſe a Prince (as you acknow- 
* ledge him to be) could be ſo irrational to believe himſelf ab- 
ſolute by this omiſſion. But you are not without further con- 
tradiction yet, for if he were ſo prefidious a Violater of Oaths 
as you would have the World believe, what reaſon had he to 
be ſo conſcientious of taking them, certainly he hath little cauſe 
- by __ what Oaths he takes, that hath no regard what Oaths 

e breaks, 


Nor can I poflibly underſtand your other conſtrution of 
his refuſal to take the Oath, as his Predeceffors had done, 
which you will have a deſign to refuſe his aſſent to ſuch good 
Laws rather than ' bad Ones, as the Parliament ſhould tender ; 
for beſides the abſurd conceipts that he muſt ſtill like che bad 
better than the good, if you conſider what you ſay afterwards 
the charitable ſence will appear by your own Words to be 
trueſt, for you confeſs he gave his afſent to any bad one, elſe 
you had not been fain for want of ſuch to accuſe him of a 
few good ones as you do there ; which of theſe is moſt profi- 
Uileer every rational Chriſtian judge. | 


Your next Argument to prove the King's deſign to deſtroy 
the Law 1s thus ordered; Thoſe Kmpghts that were by an old 
Statute 


Cs 3 

Statute to attend at the King's Coronation, being promiſed by 
his Proclamation (in regard of the Infe&tion then ſpread through 
the Kingdom, a Diſpenſation for their abſence, were after found 
at the Council Table ; no doubt by the procurement of ſome 
of your own Tribe, where they pleading the Proclamation for 
their Indemnity were anſwered : That the Law of the Land was 
above any Proclamation : Your Concluſion is therefore, The 
King had a delign to ſubvert the Laws: ſure there is no Man 
in his Wits but would conclude the contrary ; ſuch Arguments 
as theſe are much like the Ropes that Oenus twiſted only for 
Aſſes to devour. 


But if this ſhould fail you know you were provided for ano- 
ther not leſs ſubſtantial, and that is his alteration of the Judges 
Commuſfions, who heretofore had their Places granted to 
them during their Good Behaviour, but he made them but 
during Pleaſure, of this you make a ſad Bufineſs of a very evil 
imaginary Conſequence; but if you had confidered before, 
what you ſay preſently after, that the King and not the Judges 
is to be accountable for the injuſtice and oppreſſion of the Go- 
vernment, &c. you would have found it very juſt that he 
ſhould uſe his Pleaſure in their diſmiflion as well as choice: For, 
Men of your Profeflion that have lived long enough 60 be 
Judges, are not ſuch Puiſnes in cunning to play their feats of Ini- 
quity above-board : and if they may tit ſtill they can be proved 
to have misbehaved themſelves; the Prince that is to give ac- 
count for all, may ſooner know he is abuſed, than know how 
to help himſelf. 


All the inconveniency which you can fanſie poſlible to enſue 
it, is only to ſuch bad Judges as buy their Places 3 of whoſe 
Condition and Lofs you are very ſenſible, as if they had too 


| hard a Bargain of Injuſtice, and believe they may have rea- 


ſon enough to give. unjuſt Judgment, rather than loſe their 
Places and their Money too, if they ſhall receive ſuch intima-. 
tion from the King, But you forgot you ſelf when you. put 
this in your Appeal to all Rational Men; for they will tell you. 
this was a bold affront done to your High Court of Juſtice ; 
for 1f it were potential Tyranny {as you will have it) in the: 
King to have but a deſign to indure the Judges to give Sen- 
tence: 


C63] 
rence againſt the Law, which you ſay brings the People the 
very next ſtep to Slavery : what 1s 1t in thoſe who preſume 
to give Sentence themſelves not only contrary to Law, but the 
declared Opinion of all the Judges, and thoſe of their chooſing 
too. And (I beſeech you) whither by your own Dodrine 
does this bring the People that ſubmit to 1t? Certainly if you 
that can accuſe the King of this had been a Jew heretofore, 
you would not only have ſtoned your Fellows, biit your Sa- 


Viour too. 


But if all your Arguments ſhould miſcarry, you have a re- 
ſerve left that does (as you fay) irrefragably prove the deſign, 
what's that! is he reſtleſs to deſtroy Parliament or make them 
uſeleſs. Believe me, this is right Ignotum per ignotins, excellent 
conſequence to prove his Deſign by his Detires; you ſhould 
have proved his Defires firſt (if you would prove his Thoughts 
by his Thoughts) for certainly 1f ever he deſigned it, he dehred 
it firſt. You had better have concluded plainly he did it becauſe 
he deſigned it, for that is all one in Sence : But 1f I might bs but 
half fo bold with your Deſigns, I ſhould with more reaſon gueſs 
you have one to make us believe your familiar Acquaintance 
with the ſecret Counſels of God (which you ſo often pretended 
to) elſe certainly he has given the deſires of Man fo private a 
Lodging, that without his own diſcovery (which you can give 
us no account of ) you have no other way to know them. 
You do well, and if I may adviſe you, you ſhall give over 
this unlucky thing called Reaſon, and betake your ſelt wholly 


to Revelations. 


How theſe Arguments might prevail with your High Court 
of Juſtice I cannot tell ; but in my opinion, they had little rea- 
fon to thank you for this laſt, for while you make the King 
a Traytor, and prove his meer defire to deſtroy the Parha- 
ment, or make it uſeleſs, a purpoſe to ſubvert the Laws; you 
do but tell them what they- are that have already done ir, and 
the People what a deal of Law they are to: expect hereafter. 
All you can juſtly in your: own ſence accuſe the King of, 
1s but- Diſcontinuance, or \untimely diffolution of Parhaments, 
which' I wonder with what fenſe you can interpret a Deſign 

| to 
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to deſtroy the Parliaments, fince all the World knows when 
he parted with his Power to. diffolve the Parliament coo; Bur 


ſee how doubly unjuſt you are, you accuſe him for not calling 


Parliaments ſo often as he was bound to do by the Law once 
a Year (as you fay) or oftner, bur never conſider how that 
is impoſſible to be done without diffolving them as often, for 
doing which notwithſtanding with ſo much Clamor you con- 
demn him. Thus you charge him with inconſiſtencies, and may 
with much more reaſon accuſe him for calling Parliaments, 


becauſe if. he had not called them, he could never have dil- 


ſolved them, which is very Ike your way of Argument. 


But much better than you commonly uſe for your next (to 
remove an Obje&tion out of your way ) is thus managed ; 
The King and not the Judges and evil Counſellors ought to 
be accountable for the Male- Adminiſtrations, Injuſtices and 
oppreſlions of the Parliament, your Reaſons are, becauſe he 
made ſuch wicked and corrupt Judges : were they not his own 
Creatures ; and ought not every Man to be acountable for 
the Work of his own Hands ; believe me this were ſomething 
if you could prove he made them wicked, as well as Judges. 
But if this Plea hold, you have argued well for your honour- 
able Clients, the People; for if they made the King, as you ſay 
they did, you have cleared him of all ſuch horrid Crimes, Mur- 
ders and Maſlacres, which you take ſo much pains to no pur- 
poſe to accuſe him of; and like a right Man of Law have 
undone your Clhents, upon whoſe ſcore you fet chem : Your 
next Buſineſs will be to prove God Gualty of the Sins of Wick- 
ed Men, for they are lis Creatures, and the Work of his 
Hands, I take'it. But this is your perpetual method of doing 
t1m right, to make him ſole Author and Owner of all his ll 
ordered or unhappy Acions, and not allow him a ſhare in 
any good Deed or act of Grace. 


And theſe are the Fundamentals of the Charge, only ſuppo- 
fitions of Intentions and Deſigns, which how far you have: 
proved juſt or profitable, any Man but your 1e!f judge: The 
Courſe you take afterwards 1s much worſe in my Opinion ; 
tor you make your own Gro:nds, and either not prove them 

at 
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at all, or ( which is worſe ) prove them upon their own bot- 
tom, as when you take upon you to ſtate the Ground of your 
Wars, and prove the King to be the caule of it, you do it 
thus : | 


The King (you ſay) ſer up his Standard of War for the 
advancement and upholding of his Perſonal Intereſt, Power, 
and pretended Prerogative, againſt the Pablick Intereſt of Com- 
mon Right, Peace and Safety, How do you prove this ? Be- 
cauſe he fought for the Militia, for a Power to call. and di(- 
ſolve Parliaments, a negative Voice, to make Judges, confer 
Honours, grant Pardons, make Corporations 1nhance or de- 
baſe Money, and avoid his own Grants. Theſe you call his 
Perſonal Intereit, Power and Prerogative, which you ſay he 
fought for ; now put the Poſition and Proof together, and ſee 
what ſence it will. make: truly none but this; That he made 
War for his Prerogative, becauſe he fought.tor his Preroga- 
tive: is not this fine Logick; bur ſippoſe it were ſence, how 
do you prove he fought for his Prerogative ? to this you have 
not one Word to ſay: arfd why then ſhould we rather take 
your Word than the Kings, who proteſted he took Arms in de- 
fence of the Proteſtance Religion, the Liberty of the Subject, 
Privileges of Parliament, and Laws of England? Certainly 
there is no Man in his Wits but would rather believe his Words, 
than your Arguments, if he does but conſider that the moſt ' 
improbable part of all, [he proteſted to fight for the defence 
of the Privileges of Parliaments,] is found by experience ro 
be no Paradox: how true the reſt is, time will inſtru you. 
Bur yet I-cannot ſee why we ſhould not rather believe them, 
than the pretences of the Parhament, which were more to 
fight in defence of his Perlon, and their own Privileges, which 
how they have performed your felt can tell ; bur all chis while 
you have miſtaken your own Queſtion, which was nor the 
right of Caule ; but the Cauſe, or (as you have tit) the occation 
of the War, and if you had a purpole co know thar, Actions had 


' beenthe only guide of your Inquiry ; for [Intentions and Words 


are uncertain, and if they make no Aflaults in private Quarrels, 
I know not why they ſhould in publick ; and therefore fince we 
can never agree about the Truth of more remote. Caules, ”tis 
moſt juſt for us to place the cauſe of the War where we 


find 


C9) 


' find the firſt Breach of the Peace. Now that the King was 


cleared of this, all indifferent Men, who had the unhappineſs 
to be acquainted with the method of their own undoing, can 
very well teſtifie. And if the Parliament ſhould deny it, their 
own Votes would contradi&t them, as well as their Actions; 
for when they firſt raiſed Horſe and Arms,they pretended to do fo, 
becauſe it appeared the King ſeduced by wicked Counſel intend- 
ed to make. Wa- againſt the Parliament ; whereby they confeſs 
he had not then done it, and they had ſo lictle ground to make 
it appear he ever would, that they were fain to uſurp the right 
of his Cauſe to juſtifie their own; And they ſay took Arms 
for the Defence of the King, which it we grant, it muſt fol- 
low they firſt made War againſt him ; for no body elſe ever 
did, againſt whom they could poflibly defend Him; nor did 
'- their Actions in offering the. firſt violence leſs declare who 
| began the War, when having an Army ready to invade him, 
heken he ſet up his Standard, they both followed and ſet up- 
on him, as they did at Edge Hill. Go as far as you can, you 
will ſtill find the Scots (whole yaa the Parliament took up 
atthe ſecond Hand as well as they tollowed their Examples) were 


the ficſt beginners of all. 


This being granted, how the King could afterwards do leſs 
than he did, I cannot underſtand : Firſt he was bound by the 
Law of Nature (which you ſay is Legiſlative, and hath a Su- 
ſpenſive Power over all Humane Laws) to defend himſelf. 

zcondly, by his Coronation Oath, which he took to keep the 
Peace ; and how could he do that, but by his raiſing Power 
to ſuppreſs thole who had already broken it ? Thirdly, by the 
Laws of the Land, which you fay truſted him with the Power 
of the Sword, and how could he preſerve that Truſt, if he 
had fate ſtill and ſuffered others not only to take ic from him, bue 
to uſe it againſt him. 


But it 1s moſt probable that he never intended it, elſe he 
was very unwiſe to let them be before-hand with him, in ſeifing 
upon his Caſtles, Magazines and Ships; for which there can be 
no reaſon imagin'd, but that he was loth to give them any 
occaſion (in ſecuring them ): to ſulſpe&t he did but intend a 


War. And by all this I doubt not but it appears plain enough 
(; to 
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to all Rational Men, that he was fo far from being the cauſe 
of the War, that he rather fell into it by avoiding it ; and that 
he avoided it fo long, till he was fain to take Arms at fo 
great a diſadvantage, as he had almoſt as good have ſate ſtill, 
and ſuffered. And in this you have uſed the King with the 
lame Juſtice the Chriſtians received from Nero ; who having 
ſet Rome on fire himſelf, a Sacrifice to his own wicked Genius, 
ne the Odium of it on the Chriſtians, and put them to death 
or 1t. 


But this way you found too fair and open for your purpoſe, 
and therefore declined it, for having proved his Intentions by 
his Deſires, and his Actions by his Intentions, you attempt a 
more prepoſterous way yet, to prove both ; by what might have 
been his Intentions: And to this purpoſe you have the Con- 
dence (in ſpight of Senſe) to make Contingencies the final 
cauſe of Things; And impollitick Accidental, poffible Inconve- 
niences (which all the Wit of Man can never avoid) the in- 
tended Reaſons of State. As when you will have the King 
fight for the Militia, only to command the Purſe of the People, 
fora Power to make Judges, only to wreſt the Laws, to grant 
Pardons, that publick ſpirited Men (as you call them) may be 
made away, and the Murderers pardoned, &c. All which be- 
ing Creatures of your own Fanſite, and Malice, and no part 
of his Quarrel,) you are ſo far from proving he fought for 
that when you have ſtrained your Abillity, all you can ſay 1s, 
but this in your own ſenſe, That he fought for a Power to do that 
which he never would do when it was in his Power : But if 
you take this Liberty, I cannot but think how you would be- 
ſtir you ſelf if you could but get your God, as you have done 
your King, before ſuch an impartial High Court of Juſtice as 
this ; how would you charge him with his miſ-government in Na- 
ture, for which by the very ſame Logick you may prove he made 
us all Slaves, in cauſing the Weaker to hold his Lite at the plea- 
ſure of the Stronger ; that he ſet up a Sun to dazle our Eyes, 
that we might not ſee, and to kindle Feavers in our Veins; 
made Fire to burn us, Water to drown us, and Air to poiſon 
us, and then demand Juſtice againſt him, all which you may 
eafiiy do, now you have the trick ion't, for the very lame Rea- 
fon will ſerve again, and with much more probability, tor 2» 

eaſter 
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eaſier to prove that Men have been Burnt and Drowned, and 
died of the Plague; than to make it appear the King ever uſed 
your finer device to remove publick ſpirited Men, or can you 
without 2xtream Injuſtice ſuppoſe he ever would? for *tis fo 
much as very well known he highly favoured and advanced his 


I greateſt Oppolers, ( for ſuch you mean I know ) whom he 


found owners of any eminent deſert, as he did the Earl of 
Strafford, and the Attorny General Noy, (and for other honeſt 
Men as you will have them) whom Frenzy or Sedition ſet a- 
gainſt him, by your own confeflion he did not ſuffer thoſe black 
Stars (very Strange ones) to {lit their Noſes, and crop their Ears. 


But now I think of theſe honeſt publick ſpirited Men, cer- 
tainly ſome of them have not ſo good an opinion of the honeſty 
of your publick Proceedings, but they would willingly venture 


| not only their Ears again (if they had them) but their Heads 


too in defiance of your moſt comprehenſive piece of Juſtice, 
whoſe Cauſe while you take upon you to plead againit their 
conſent as you have done your Honourable Clients the People, 
you deſerve in reaſon .to be thrown over the Bar by your 
own Party for you ; but confeſs your own injuſtice while your 
acknowledge the publick honeſty of thoſe that moſt oppoſe it. * 


How ſolid or pertinent thoſe Arguments of yours have been, 
let any Man that 1s ſober judge: but you are reſolved right or 
wrong they ſhall paſs, to let us know how eaſily he that has 
the unhappineſs to be judged by his Enemies, 1s found guilty 
of any thing they pleaſe to lay co his Charge; and therefore' 
ſatisfied with your own Evidence, you proceed to ſentence, and 
condemn the King with much formality, by the fundamental 
Laws of this Kingdom, by the general Law of all Nations, and 
the unanimous conſent of all Rational Men in the World, 
for imploying the Power of the Sword to the deſtruction of 
the People, with which they intruſted him for their own 
protection. How you got the conſent of Rational Men to 
this Sentence, I cannot imagine : for 'tis moſt certain (by your 
own confeſſion) that he neyer 1mployed the Sword, but againſt 
thoſe who firſt fought to deprive him of it, and by that very 
A& declared they did not truſt him, and conſequently abſol- 


ved him both from the obligation that he had to protect them, 
C 2 and 
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and the poflibility too; for no Man can defehd another longer 
than he defends himſelf, fo that if you will have your Sentence 
to be juſt, you muſt confeſs it to be non-ſence; for you muſt 
not only prove that thoſe who fought againſt him were the People 
that truſted him, not thoſe who fought for him, but che leſſer, 
or leſs conſiderable part of the People, the People (as you 
have the confidence to call your honourable Clients) being not 
the twentieth Part of the very Rabble, which if you can do, you 
are much wiſer than Solomon : for it is eaſter to divide a Child 
into two parts, than to make one of thoſe two parts a whole 
Child; and if you have the trick on*t, you ſhall be next allowed 
to prove, that, take four out of {1x there remains f1x : Nor is 
there more Juſtice or reaſon in the Sentence, than in the courſe 
you take to up-hold it; for while you deny the old Maxim 

' of Law, That the King can do no wrong, you maintain a 
new one muck worſe, that he may ſuffer any ; and having limi- 
ted his Power to a& only according to Law, expoſe him to ſuf- 
fer, not only without, but againſt Law ; Truly it is hard mea- 
ſure ; bur rather than fail of your purpoſe, you will make as 
bold with Scriptures as you have done with Reaſon, if it ſtand 
in your way: as youdo when you interpret that place of the 
Apoſtles, where no Law 1s, there 15 no Tranſgreflion, to mean 
where there 1s neither Law of God nor Nature, nor poſitive 
Law : I wonder where that 1s, certainly you had better un- 
dertake to find out 'a Plantation for Archimedes his Engins to 
move the Earth, than but fanſie where that can be, which 
you muſt do before you can make this Scripture to be under- 
ſtood to your purpoſe, and I cannot but ſmile to think how 
hard a task that will be for ſuch a ſtrong fancy as yours that 
cannot conceive what your ſelf affirm; for when you deny it 
poſflible to ſuppoſe two Supream Powers in one Nation, you 
forget that you had acknowledged much more before, for you 

| confeſs the King to be Supreme, when you ſay very elegant- 
ly he made Head againſt the Parliament, who acknowledged 
him to be the Head thereof, and yer you ſay the Parliament is 
the Supreme Authority of the Nation : Thus you affirm that 
really to be, which you think is impoſlible to imagine, 


But ſuch Jucky contraditons of your ſelf as well as ſence, 
are as familiar with you as railing, for belides the many be- 
tore mentioned, and your common incongruities of Speech, 

as 
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as far from conſtruction, as the purpoſe; there are otaers, 
which for your encouragement ought not to be omitted ;5 and 
when you would prove the King the moſt abominable Ty- 
rant that ever People fafered under, yet you ſay he was be- 
loved of ſome, and feared abroad : His Judges you compared 
to the Saints fitting in Judgment at the laſt day, and yet by 
your own Dodtrine, they are more like Bears and Wolves, in 
fitting by a Commiſſion of force, their High Court is a Royal 
Palace of the Principles of Freedom, and yet till the People vo- 
luntarily ſubmit to a Government (which they never did to the 
authority of that) they were but Slaves. The Parliament (you 
{ay) petitioned the King as good Subjects, and yet imimediate- 
ly after you make them his Lords, and himſelf Servant, ſo they | 
give him the Honour of his own Royal Afent, and yet they 
often petitioned him for 1t. His Tryal you call moſt impartial, 
and yet cannot deny all his Judges to be Parties, and his pro- 
feſt Enemies. But you hic prety right well} when you fay he 
cauſed more Proteſtant Blood- to be ſhed, than ever was ſpile 
eicher by Rome, Heathen or Antichriſtian, for grant that part- 
ly to be true, and confeſs asemuch Proteſtant Blood as ever 
was ſpilt by the Heathen Romans, unleſs they could kill Pro- 
teſtants eight hundred Years before there were any in the 
World ; which eloquent piece of Non-ſence we muſt impute 
to your ignorance in Chronology, or confuſion of Notions, 
which you pleaſe. Nor are thoſe Riddles of Contradiction on- 
ly in your Words, but in the whole courſe of your Proceed- 
ings, for you never do the King any right, but where you do 
him the greateſt wrong: and are there only rational, where 
you are moſt inhuman, as in your additional Accuſations, fince 
his Death, for there you undertake to prove ſome thing, and 
give your Reaſons (ſuch as they are) to make it appear, which: 
were fair Play, if you do- not take an advantage too unrea- 
ſonable, to. argue with the Dead. But your other Impeactt- 
ments confiſt only of Generals, prove nothing, or Intentions. 
which can neither be proved, or your own forc'd Conftruct- 
ons of Actions, or what night have been Actions, but never 
were; all which you only aggravate with Impertinency, and. 
foul Language, but never undertake to prove; and if we ſhould. 
grant all you would ſay, and ſuppoſe you faid it 1n ſence or 


order, it would ſerve you to no purpole, unleſs you have by 
Proo 
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Proof or Argument applied it ta him, which you never went 


But if this were the worſt, you might be born with, as a 
thing more becoming. the Contempt, than the anger of Men; 
but who can preſerve any Patience, that does but think upon 
that prodigy of your Injuſtice, as well as Inhumanity, to ac- 
cuſe the King after his" Death, for what you were aſhamed to 
charge him with ahve your ſelf, for what you ſay concerning 
the. Death of King Fames, you will become the Storm-of your 
own Party, for they never uſed it further than they tound 1+ of 
advantage to ſome Deſign they had in hand;/ as when they 
would move the King to grant their Propoſitions, they made 
it ſerve for an Argument to him, if he would ſign he ſhould 
be ſtill their gracious King, if not he killed his Father : But 
when they found he would not be convinced with ſuch Lo- 
eick, they laid it utterly aſide, for (without' doubt) they had 
not loſt an advantage ſo uſeful as they might have made it in 
the Charge, had they not known it would have coſt them 
more Impudence to maintain, ghan they ſhould need to uſe 
in' proceeding without it, but let us conſider your Students 
Might with which you firſt ſay you are fatished, and yet 
after have it as a Riddle. Firſt he was obſerved to hate the 
Duke, but inſtantly upon the Death of King Fames, took him 
into his ſpecial Grace and Favour, of which you conceive his 
Art muſt be the cauſe. Beheve me, your Conjecture is con- 
trary to all Experience, and the common manner of Princes, 
who uſe to love the Treaſon, but hate the Traitor ; and if he 
had been fo politick a Tyrant, as you would deſcribe him, he 
would never believe his Life ſafe, nor his Kingdom his own, 
while any Man lived, (much leſs is Enemy, whom ſuch a 
King would never truſt) of whole gift and ſecrefie he held 
them both; nor is 1t likely that he who would not ſpare the 
Life of his Father to gain a Kingdom, ſhould ſpare the Lite 
of his Enemy to ſecure it. As tor his difſolving the Parha- 
ment, I believe not only all Wiſe Men, but all that ever heard 
vf this will acquit him, whether he did it to avoid the Dukes 
Impeachment you cannot prove, but if you -could, you muſt 
conſider that in ſuch caſes Princes may as well protect their 
Fayourites from/ Injury as Juſtice, fince no innocence can m”_ 

them 
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them if they lie as open to the queſtion, as they do to the 
envy of Men. | 


But for the better fatisfation of thoſe you appeal to, I ſhall 
add this: It is moſt certain that this Humour of Innovation 
began to ſtir in the firſt Parhamenc of this King, and grew 
to an Itch in the Commons at the alteration of Government, to 
which end they firſt reſolved: to pull down the chief Inſtrument 
thereof, the Duke of Buckingham : But having then no Scotch 
Army, nor A& of Continuance to afſure their fitting, all the 
Wit of Malice could never invent a more politick Courſe than to 
impeach him, and put this Article (true or falſe) into his Charge, 
for thus they were not only ſure of the afte&tions of the People, 
who out of the common. Fate of Favourites , generally 
hated the Duke, and are always pleaſed with the ruin of ther 
Superiors, but ſecured from the King's interpofition, whom they 
believed by this means bound up from protecting the Duke 
(though he knew his innocency ) leſt the envy and fancy 
of all ſhould fall upon himſelf ; but the King who underſtood 
their meaning, and knew this was but in order to their fur- 
ther attempts ( which always begin with ſuch Sacrifices) ſud- 
denly diſſolved the Parhament, and by his Wiſdom and Palic 
kept that Calamity ſixteen Years after from the People, whic 
the very ſame Courſes and Fate of theſe unhappy Times, have 
fince brought upon them. But you have taken more pains to 
prove him guilty ſince his Death of the Rebellion in Ireland, 
alchough with as little Reaſon or Ingenuity ; only you deal 
fairly in the beginning, and tell us what Judgment and Con- 
{cience we are to expect from you, when you ſay as a ground 
for all your Proofs; If you meer a Man running down Stairs 
with a bloody Sword in his Hand, and find a Man ſtabbed 
in the. Chamber, though you did not ſee this Man run into 


the Body by that Man which you met; yet if you were of 


the Jury you durſt not but find him Guilty of the Murther, 
I hope not before you know whether the Man killed were 
ſent by the-King to fetch the Man you met, for then you 
may ſay it muſt be in his own Defence: Truly you are a 
ſubtil Enquirer, but let us hear ſome of the clear Proofs ; 
Firſt, he durſt never deny it abſolutely : beſides the notorious 


faiſhood of chat, it 15 molt ſenceleſs ro imagine that he who * 


had 
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had wickedneſs enough to commit ſo horrid an Ac, ſhould 
have the innocent modeſty not to deny it, when he durſt not 
own it. He ſent Thanks to Mnukerry and Plunket by Ormond, 
which you are confident his height of Spirit would never have 
done, if he had not been as guilty as themſelves; and may 
not Ormond that carried the Thanks be by the ſame reaſon 
as well proved guilty as the King ? What's next, If he had not 
been guilty he would have made a thouſand Declarations, 
and have ſent to all Princes in the World for affiſtance againſt 
ſuch Hell-Hounds, and Blood-Hounds, &c. That was impoſ- 
ſible tro be done without ſending to the Pope, and then you 
would have proved it clearly indeed. But the Copy of his Com- 
miſlion to the Iriſh Rebels is 1n the Hands of the Parliament. 
'Tis moſt certain they never believed 1t themſelves, elſe it.had 
not been omitted in the Charge. But now for an Argument 
to the Purpoſe, After the Iriſh were proclaimed Traitors and 
Rebels by the King, cheir General Council made an Oath 
to bear true and faithful Allegiance tro King Charles; and 
by all means to maintain his Royal Prerogative againſt the 
Puritans in the Parliament of England, which they would ne- 
ver have done unleſs he had commanded or conſented to the 
Rebellion ; But obſerve then what will follow ; After the twa 
Houſes at Weſtminſter were proclaimed Rebels and Traitors by 
the King: They made a ſolemn Covenant to defend his Royal 
Perſon, Rights and Dignities againſt all Oppoſers whatſoever, 
and therefore by the ſame reaſon he did command or conſene 
to the War raiſed by the Parliament againft himſelf. Buc 
did they not ſay they had his Commiſion, and call themſelves 
the King and Queens Armies ? But then, you forgot who they 
were that ſaid {o, Hell-Hounds and Blood- Hounds +Feinds 
and Firebrands, and Bloody Devils, not to be named withour 
Fire and Brimitone, do you think {ſuch are not to be believed, 
(eſpecially when they ſpeak for their own advantage), rather than 
the People of God, the faithful of the Land at Weftmin- 
fter, who likewiſe when they raiſed Forces , ſaid they did 
it for the King and Parliament, Can any Man in his Wits 
deny but the King 1s to be believed before either of thele ? 
And yet you cannot be perſwaded, but his offer to go in Per- 
{on to ſuppreſs the Rebelhon, was a detign to rwrurn at the 
Head of twenty or thirty thouſand Rebels to have one 

tlus 
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# this Nation; that's very ftrange ; but firſt how ſhall we believe 
2 what you ſay before, (to ſhew your breeding ? ) never was Boar 
> fo unwillingly brought to the ſtake, as he was co declare againſt 
.. the Rebels, if he offered to adventure his perſon to ſuppreſs them; 


when you have made this agree in ſenſe, let us know kow you 
can ſuppoſe the ſame perſon, the wiſeſt King in Chriſtendom, 


© and yet ſo fooliſh to ſtudy his own deſtruction ; for who could 
2} ſuffer ſo much in the ruin of this Nation as himſelf 2 For his 
- hindring the Earl of Leiceſter's going into Ireland, he had much 
-- more reaſon to do ſo, than the Parliament had to hinder him, 
- and therefore you may as well conclude them guilty, as him, 


* of the Rebellion. 


That he ſold or exchang'd for Arms and Ammunicion the 


2 Cloath and Proviſions ſent by the Parliament to the Proteſtants 


3 


in Ireland, you muſt either accuſe the Parhament which ſeiz'd 
upon his Arms firſt and uſed them againſt him, as prove them 
above the Law of Nature, ( which I believe you had rather do) 
that commands every Man to defend himſelf. But the Rebels 


- 1n Ireland gavs Letters of mark for taking the Parhaments Ships, 


but freed the Kings as their very good friends. I ſee you are 


© not ſuch a Wizard at Deligns as you pretend to be ; for if this 


be the deepeſt reach of your ſubtilty, had you been a Senator 
in Rome when Hannibal invaded Italy and burn'd all th: Coun- 
try of the Roman Dictator, you would have ſpared no longer to 
have proved him Confederate with the Enemy. Bur I fear I 
may ſeem as vain as your ſelf in repeating your impertinencies; 
There 1s one Argument that would have ſerv'd inſtead of all, 
to convince you of Wickedneſs and Folly in this buſineſs, and 
chat th filence of the Charge, which by your own rule 
ought to be taken pro confeſſo ) there was never any ſuch thing. 


+ will not trouble my ſelf nor any body wich your French 


+ Legend, as þeing too incon{iderable to deſerve any ſerious no- 


tice, buile only upon Relarions and Hearſays, and proved with 
your own Conjectures, which how far we are to credit fiom a 
man of ſo much byaſs, and Miſtakes, any of thoſe you appeal 
to ſhall determine, .to whom [ ſhall ſay but this, that you do bur, 
acknowledge the injuſtice of the Sentence, while you ſtrove. 


to make 1t good, with ſuch additions; for if you had _ be- 
| D 1ev« 
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lieved it very bad, you would never have taken ſo much pains 
to mend it. And I hope your High Court will puniſh you for 
it, whoſe Reputation your officious Indiſcretion hath much im- 
paired to no purpoſe : for though we ſhould grant all your Ad. 
ditions to be true, as you would have it, it does not at all ju- 
ſtife the King's death, fince he did not dye in relation to any 
thing there objected, and all you can poflibly aim at by this p1- 
tiful Argument, is but to prove him guilty becauſe he was pu- 
niſhed, for you can never prove him pumſhed becauſe he was 


guilty. | 


For your Epilogue, I have ſo much charity to believe it, be- 
ing of a diff:rent thread of Language, none of your own; but 
either penned for you by your Muſloe Peerers, or elſe you writ 
Short-hand very well to copy after the Speech of his Tongue. 
However you came by it, ſure I am it could come from no body 
elſe: and having ſaid fo, J hope I ſhall need to ſay no more; 
for I ſhall be loath to commit the fin of repeating any of it : 
but ſince 'tis but a frippery of common places of Pulpit Railing, 
il put together, that pretend only to Paſlion, I am content you 
ſhould uſe them your ſelf, and be allowed to ſay any thin 
with as little regard as-if you wore your Priviledge: yet le 
you ſhould grow ſo conceited as to believe your ſelf, I will take 
Solomon's Advice, and anſwer you not in your own way of rail- 
ing or falſhood, but in doing ſome right tro Truth and the me- 
mory of the dead, which you have equally injured. 
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'That he was a Prince of| incomparable Vertues, his very 
Enemies cannot deny, ( only they were not for their purpoſe ) 
and thoſe ſo unblemiſh'd with any perſonal Vice, that they 
were fain to abuſe the ſecurity of his Innocence both to ac- 
cuſe and ruin him. His Moderation ( which he preſerved equal 
in the extremity of both fortunes ) they made a common &diſ- 
guiſe for their contrary Impalations, as they had -occafion to 
miſcall it, either an Eafineſs to be inflited by others, or Ob- 
ſtinacy to rule by his own Will : this temper of his was ſo ad- 
mirable, that neither the higheſt of Temptations, Adoration 
and Flattery, nor the loweſt of Miſery, Injuries, the Inſolency 
of Fools, could move him. His conſtancy to his own Vertues 
was no mean cauſe of his undoing ; for if he had not yy 
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the Principles of Government upon unalterable Right, but could 
have ſhifted his Sails to catch the popular Air when it grew 
high ( as his Enemies did ) they had never undone him with 
empty pretendings to what he really meant. His Wiſdom and 
Knowledge were of ſo noble a capacity, that nothing lay ſo 
much out of his reach as the profound Wickednefs of his Ene- 
mies, which his own Goodneſs would neither give him leave 
to ſuſpe&, nor his Experience power to diſcover; for they ma- 
naged the whole courſe of his ruine, as they aid the Jaſt act of 
it, 1n diſguiſe, elſe ſo great a Wit as his had never been cir- 
cumvented by the Treachery and Cheat rather than Policy of 
1gnorant perions. All he wanted of a King was, he knew not 
how to diſſemble, unleſs concealing his own Perte&ions were 
ſo; in which he only deceived his People, who never under- 
Rood his great Abilities, till their Sins were punith'd with the 
loſs of him. In his death he not only out-did the high Reſo. 


Jutions of the antient Romans, but the humble Patience of the 


Primitive Martyrs; ſo far from the manners of Tyrants who. 
uſe to wiſh all the World their Funeral Pile, that he employed 
the care of his laſt Thoughts about the ſafety of his very Ene- 
mies, and died not only conſulting, but praying for the preſer- 
vation of thoſe whom ' he knew reſolved to have none, but 
what was built upon their own Deſtruction. 


All this, and much more , the juſtice of Poſterity ( when 
Faction and Concernment are removed) will. acknowledge to 
be more true of him than any of thoſe Slanders you ( or the 
mad wickedneſs of this Age) have thrown upon his Memory, 
which ſhall then, like dung caſt at the roots of trees, but make 
his Name more flouriſhing and glorious; when aii thoſe monu- 
menrs of Infamy you have raiſed ſhall become ths Trophies of 
his Vercue, and your own ſhame.. In the mean tir: 2, as your 
own Conſcience, or the expectazion, of .d:vine Vengeance ſhall 
call upon you, you wilb olwhifayod hav done, and find there 
is 30 Murther ſo horrid as that which is commited with the 
Sword of Juitice, nor any Injultice {o notorious as that which 
takes advantage boch of the firſt filence of ch2 hving and that 
of the dead. In this laſt you have been very finful, and in ac- 
culing the dead have not behaved your ſelf {o ke a Saint ar the 
day of Judgment, as the Devil, waols O:hcv 15 to be —_ 
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General in ſuch \&aſes. I will not judge you leſt I ſhou'd do . 
worſe, imitate yolff®- Bur certainly you wilt find it the worſt 
kind of Witchcraft to raiſe the Devil by ſacrificing to your own 
Malice, eſpecially to 1o bad a purpoſe as you have done, that 
you might invade the Judgment ſcat of Chriſt, and uſurp his 
Juriſdiction before his coming; which you have preſumed to 
do with more rudeneſs than Hackert uſed, and leſs formality in 
not ſending your Forerunner to proclaim (1n a Turmp Cart ) 
your coming to Judgment. But the worlſt of all 15, you ſeem to 
lory in your fins and afſert the Martyrdom of your Wickedneſs, 
or having ſuppoſed a poflibility you may fall by the hands of 
Violence; you arm your ſelf with a forc'd Refolution which 
you may be confident you will never have need of, for you. 
have no reaſon to think any man can believe you have de- 
ſerved a violent death ; no, you have deſerved rather to live 
long : ſo long, till you ſee your ſelf become the Controverſie 
of wild Beaſts, 'and be fain ro prove our Scarecrow. Unleſs 
you ſhall think it juſt, as you have been condemned out 
of your own mouth, ſo you ſhould fall by your own hand: 
indeed there was no Hangman bad enough for Judas but him- 
\ ſelf; and when you ſhall think fit to do your ſelf ſo much 
right, you ſhall be your own Soothſayer, and fall by the hand 
of a Raviliack, to whom with more likeneſs compare your ſelf 
than to Henry the Fourth, for you are no King. What Ravi 
liack was, is very well known; what you are, I leave to your 
own Conſcience, 


